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Soviet Germ-Warfare Project Also Unsafe 

mVB hft mirlear • al n 


T he nuclear catastrophe in the Soviet Union 
dramatizes the risks involved when dangerous 

placesXRi 8 ° P r ated by a ^nmenS 

Places little value on human safety. The world can 
only hope the Soviet bureaucracy will improve its 
"“clear safeguards as fast as possible. 

ia . ctear ' however: Moscow isn’t about 
to scale down its nuclear power industry no matter 
how serious the accident turns out to have been 
^g^rtant to the eci5£ 

A similar, potentially cataclysmic situation exists 

•“? * «■=“«• sSscr 

biological warfare program. Accidental release of 

deadly anthrax bacilli following an explosion at a 

plant . in Sverdlovsk in 1979 killed 

S ^ Viet atizens ' h«t ** didn’t stop the 

from f o«-8«ng ahead with its biological 

treS cSSSSS^ff 6 ° f 3 1972 ' nt ®rnational 
treaty outlawing the development of such weaDons 

Presumably the Soviets learned something S' 

that disaster. But as their scientists tinker With 

germ weapons, there is always the possibility of an 

accident that could dwarf the nuclear meltdcW lf 

Soviet scientists didn’t know how to contain their 

thevVMr reac ^ or > there’s little reason to expect 
^f y d kn ? w how to counteract the accidental 
release of some newly developed bacterial agent 
We ve reported in the past on theSoyie ts’ 


-Zl Ia pwpointed i n the secret 

lTiacciiciae man! worker. " I h.. ^ 


reduction, the ClA reported. 
in addition, the agency learned in 1984 “that the 
Wte had partially completed a large com?£c 
south of Moscow, which we believe is a major 
institute in their program to develop genetically 
adSS^ biological warfare agents.” The report 
adds that ongoing construction at the facility south 

2EE7 ^ ? erpukhov «» at NovoZb Sk 

Institute demonstrates a continuing Soviet 

commitment of resources to their BW program ” 

si iBSSvj— l J ° encou ? gi n g developments 
smce the Reagan administr a tion publicly a rrTTSa — 
the Soviets of killing Afghans a nd JSSma 

wTth poisonous mvcot o xins. hirst. ' the Soviet.<r K 55 s— 

T7°i- .' second. oIIk-mI r epresentativoT^T 

number ot nations have indicated privately tha" 
their own analysis gniw«-fc 1 1 i- 


uic oovie is are usme recent 
ad vances in Diotechnology, su ch as gei^tic 
engineering, to devel op a new class^ot BW and 


r‘‘?‘ ,d . ysi3 SUDDOrt ^ f ht! u -b. conclusio n^ 
~ U Swieta were using mv cotoxins. But T or a 
variety of domestic reas ons, most ofTEese 

SgaS" fellls,,li 10 »*W„ts 
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